
WHAT ARE PERMITS AND WHY DO I NEED ONE? 

The City of Forest Park requires permits to ensure safe building, coordinated development, 

effective land use, and high-quality site planning. This is designed to ensure that all construction 

in the city is safe. The safety of the occupants of buildings is the primary reason for having 

building codes. 

What is a permit? 

A permit is an official document that authorizes the alteration, demolition, construction, 

enlargement, movement, repair, removal, or replacement of any building or structure or of any 

accessory attached to a building or structure. It is intended to ensure that the project plans comply 

with local standards for land use, zoning and construction. These standards are intended to ensure the 

safety of current and future owners and occupants and enforcement of zoning and land use policies. 

There are several different types of permits, based on the type of construction: structural (building), 

plumbing, mechanical (HVAC) and electrical. In addition, the complete demolition and relocation of 

buildings also requires permits. 

Building Permit 
Required for all construction work including additions, 
demolition, swimming pools, re-roofing, patio covers, 
carport enclosures, walls, retaining walls and accessory 
buildings.  

 

Electrical Permit 
Required to install, alter, reconstruct or repair electrical 
wiring on any building, structure, swimming pool or 
mechanical equipment. 

  

Plumbing Permit 

 Required to install, alter, reconstruct 
or repair any plumbing system, gas, water or sewer 
lines, lawn sprinkler supply, or water heater 
replacement.  

Mechanical Permit 
Required to install, alter, reconstruct or repair any 
furnace, refrigeration or other air conditioning 
equipment or system, except portable or window units. 

 

What is the purpose of permits and codes? 

The purpose behind building codes is to give reasonable assurance that a building is safe from 

structural failure, fire hazards from electrical and heating systems, electrical shock, and health risks. 

The permit provides a permanent record of the work performed and inspections conducted on the 

project. 

When do I need a building permit? 

You may need to get a building permit if you are planning any of the following: 



 Build a new commercial building, residential home, shed or structure 

 Build an addition to a commercial building, residential home, shed or structure 

 Repair, renovate or demolish any building or structure 

 Changes or additions to a building’s existing systems  

 Change the use and/or occupancy of a building 

 Change, remove or install any required means of egress (exits / stairs) in a building 
 

Individual building permits might be required for the following types of work: 

 structural 

 electrical 

 plumbing 

 mechanical 

Before you begin any major home improvement or other building projects, it is wise to first contact the 

Department of Planning, Building and Zoning to see what, if any, permits you may need. 

Obtaining the permit is just the first step in the process. In this step, you may need to create plans to 

submit to the department, make a plot plan for your property showing the improvements, and show the 

type of construction you'll be using. 

Once plans are approved, you're required to build the project to those plans. If any changes are made to 

the plans, they must be made with the city's approval. 

Specific issues that the building permit process may address include structural integrity, zoning, 

sanitation, water and sewer lines, fire resistance and electrical service. 

In some cases, you might think that you could handle a construction project without bothering to obtain 

a permit, even though you suspect you might need one. And this is often true. Similarly, you might think 

you can drive a car without a license. And you can. In both cases, though, if you get caught you will pay a 

hefty price. 

For example, if and when you try to sell your house, the buyers’ inspection may uncover remodeling or 

additions that were not properly permitted and may not be completely up to code. This can prevent you 

from selling the house, and may require that you undo the previous work and start again – this time 

with a permit. 

When in doubt about whether or not you need a permit, call the Planning, Building and Zoning 

Department at (404) 608-2300. 

How long does it take to get a permit? 

Permit issuance periods vary. Some projects can be fully permitted over-the-counter, meaning a return 

trip won't be needed. Some projects, however, require that plans be left for additional review. 


